Well what a weak this has baen. | think | have to interview for the job of press secrelary to Joe Biden

Now, I'm not & doctor, | dont play ona on TV, but regarding the flu hysteda, the worst four-letier word thal stars with tha letier T is fear.”

all last wonk hoting people know about that fear and atso letting them know about some historical context about that bear.

Lal’s go back to the days of the SARS epidemic. What epidamic T There was a SARS crisis, but why was thare a crisis T Bacause no ona was traveling, 'What did 1
o during the SARS crisis 7 | lew 1o Hong Kong, whane tha hotel eccupancy was 3 pencant!

Mow, o answer this question, did | have a greal Bme? You bet | did.
What about the avian flw, well let's take a kook at those numbers. Most ol the people infected worked full Bme on chickan famms!

And now we have the swing iy

Now Im not (eling anyona they shoukin'l be concernid about it You shoulkd be concermed about any communicabby L ' -
F "
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But there are ways o deal with it with you travelng of kving your dady lives. It all gets down b parsonal hygiena and cOmMan sanse:

Do you wash your hands bafore and after eating? Do you wash your hands balore and after going to the bathroom? And if you'na fiying here’s somathing you ‘
donl alten do—wash your hands before getiing on and off the plane! E

| maan, have you seen the interors ol most aiplanes? This i nathing new; there's no news bulletin hare. They haven'l ceaned thosa planes since 1947! So ‘
why wouldn't you want fo practice good hygiena ¥ This has nothing 1o do with the fle

Practice this, and then pack a itk common sensa—talk to your doclor befone you leave o make sure your mmune system is not compromised, and & mak
sufg you don't have a pra-existing medical condition.
.
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‘You know whare 1'm going in 12 days? Maxicol You thinks 'm nuts? Mo. As a confrarian travedar, when the going gets tough, the smart peopla fravel. You
kvl those peopke wha wanted o cancel their vacation plans in Cancun and didn't ... right now thiy own the Beach and thay are having a greal time,

I What Joe Baden did las! week was nof only inflammatory, bul it was inaccurals! i has no scienilic dala
& suppOort It What is he saying? Telling his tamily nof to fly on an airplane, and not 1o take & subway because you could basically cabch tha fiu from
an enclosed arda T Here's a itk nows buliglin Mr, Vice President: The White House is an enclosed area, Betlor stay away,

| My job is not b promale travel and my job is nol to sell travel; my job is 1o give you credible infermation fram which you can make inleligent travel

choicas.
1 How lat's 1alk about the cruise lines. You know, based on F-E-A-R, they stopped all poet calls in Mexico gvar the weakend, Thana are now ning ships
#= ghal did thal. Nine lange cruise ships ane in San Francisco with peopla in thair Bermuda shors hoping 1o go 1o the beach, Well guass whal, theyre in
San Francisco and | think it's raening.

How having said thal, kat’s 1alk about the law of supply and demand, | chacked the Wab siles recantly, and do you know whad the airfare is from JFK
o Cancun this weak 7 On American Airlines each way, 371 | mean, hello, you can'l even wake up in New York for 371! Why wouldn® you want 1o
traved thera?

Cruisa lings have this knea-jerk reacton—1his is nof the plague. this is not the day the earth stood still, this ks the day the earth stood stupid!

Mo, obrviously B gets worse, the HINT Bu, Do you want 10 know what's going on in Egypt
right mow 7 The govemment is slaughbering pigs! This has nothing bo do with plgs. | mean
peopke are acting in the most immature, stupid childish ways

Their boticm ling hare is o do your homework. You kndw, when peophr Say 10 ma, 1 don’t wiant 1o travel to 1his location becauss it's nol sale o
trawel, I'd rather stay home.” | have 1o remind them of & very inbaresting statistic: Each week in this country naarly 1,000 of our leBow citizans
arg killed or injured in accidents involding thair own bathiubs!

So whin somaeons says 10 me thal 1 dont wan to ravel to Cancun because thane's this Tu” OF with me, but if you wand b take a bath you are
on your cwn!

You know what's scary? Mot the diseasa, bul your reaction to @1, Isn it inberasting almost every admintstrason official within s hours of Joe
dien's commants on the Todiy show was backiracking: "That's nal what the Vice President meant 10 say,” and “he didnt maan that.” Do you
know how many cancallations thena ware rom a direct resull of those statemans?

| mean look, the travel industry has bean hit hard enowgh as it is by 8 bad economy and the fact ks that peopla are staying home just becalsa
thiryriy womied. Sa my bofiom Eri hane is: Go See your doctor, make sung you'ne in good shape, practios good hygiens and then get on thi
phanat




This i nod a sitluation you wan B Stay al homa especially when evidence doesn't

suppod it. YWhat Biden was saying ... ha basically said this: Il someons sneezes in

tha second row than the 16th row gats the diseasa,

You knce whiat ? That's nal true, thane is no scientific data bo Support thal and neser has been.

I's & myth! Look I'm mone worted aboul the bacteria on the plans in generall This has nothing 1o do with the swine lu.

S0 here's my atvice, just don'l ick the tray table, OF 7 Plaase don't eal the tabrc on the seats.

H you folow that advice you know what's going to happen 7 Ged to whare you wand b go and whan you get thena you'ra going 1o own the place,
whathar it's Mexico or Montana.

By Patar Greenbang for Pater Graanbang Workdwide Radio.
Relabed links on PatenGreanbedy.com:
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4 Responses to “The Travel Detective’s Cinco de Mayo Swine Flu Update™
1. Pam §. on May Sth, 2000 gt 105 pm Said;
Amen!
2. Brian from nodebiworkdiravel.com. on May Sth, 200% al 205 gm Said:
Thanks Peter! | said the same thing on my blog yesterday &
bitgingyr comigvpgadd.
and ewaryona who commanted agread that the whole situation is owerblown, It is the FLU? That is ...
3. Deniz, on May Gih, 2009 al §15 am Said:
Thank you Peter!
4. Liz from Four Seasons Trawved, on May Tih, 2009 ai 704 am Said:
Everything you sakd ts true. bul HOW do ywou get the public 1o keep up with the news 7 By |ate last week, it was known Bhat the virus was missing an imporant protein making it kess viulent.. . bul

Barwr i tha S8ory, Wish info coming dawn the pike from Twitler and other social networks a1 such rapid speed, i9's cnly a matter of MINUTES before a fare up is launched, Tha global economy
can Tall in & marier of months, counlry by counbny.
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